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EXHIBITION MESSAGE

The exhibition provides a glimpse of the multiple aspects that shaped
the architecture of Latvia, and particularly Riga, and created its unique
character. Located in Northern Europe at the gateway to the Baltic Sea,
Latvia has been placed at the geographical, political, commercial and
social crossroads for more than a thuusand»ears‘. Mare subtle layers of
‘convergence’ are related to the existenc‘aﬂj parallel cultural streams
creating unusual harmony between deep*‘ebt”itions of the angient
Baltic tribes living in the are age brou in by foreign cultures,
T porary Latvia's seli-fdengity. ‘.',

-
territory of Latvia has been inhabited by the Baltic tribes of
nians, Semigallians, Selonians and Latgalians for more than
ars, rooted in folk traditions, farming culture and homestead
ture. Introduction to the Western European cultural space began
with the arrival of the Crusaders in the territory of A@tvia in late 12th
century, bringing along Christianity, and introduei w urban customs.
During the following eight centuries Latvi oulded at a cultural,
geographic, trading, political and self-id convergences by German,
Swedish, Polish, Russian and other pow hile still keeping alive the
ancient Latvian cultural forms and tradi [
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